For more than half a century it has been realized that defective nutrition may be responsible for disorders of the nervous system. Some There is no evidence to suggest that these neuropathies were infective or toxic in origin for they occur in widely separated parts of the world where defective diet was the only common factor.
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For more than half a century it has been realized that defective nutrition may be responsible for disorders of the nervous system. Some of the earliest observations were made by Japanese workers. Later contributions, coming largely from those parts of the world where populations are normally subject to a deficient diet, built up a somewhat hazy clinical picture of various nutritional nervous diseases. The discovery of the vitamins and in particular that of thiamin, which was lost in the polishing of rice, seemed to put the whole field on a rational basis. Experimental work on animals was largely concerned in the withholding of a moiety of food for a variable period of time and observing the effects. Needless to say, observers were often at variance with one another and the results were too eagerly applied to man. Often uncontrolled clinical therapeutic trials supported the seemingly simple vitamin deficiency hypothesis and effective therapy appeared to be at hand. However 2. In the Far East it. occurred when classical beri-beri was at its peak incidence (Burgess, 1946, and 
